
Vision 2020 will identify strategies that support safe, reliable, convenient and affordable travel options for the 
movement of persons and goods in and through southwestern Connecticut, with a focus on those travel options 
which have the greatest potential for reducing traffic congestion, improving environmental quality, promoting 
sustainable growth and offering long-term, flexible opportunities for increasing transportation system capacity.

VISION 2020 Fact Sheet: Vision, Strategy & Actions
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A system offering fast, convenient, & affordable transportation options and long-term capacity will provide the framework for 
competitiveness in the emerging global marketplace…

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)

Intrastate Rail

Intermodal Hubs

Managed Roadway Capacity

Transit Fare & Parking 
Pricing

TDM Programs

Distance Pricing

Value Pricing

Basic System Maintenance 

Roadway Safety & Operations

Transit Operations

Truck Parking

Intelligent Transportation Systems

Station Parking

A large majority of survey respondents  - 88% -
believe that highway expansion alone will not 
solve congestion … that it will take a number 
of strategies to be successful. 

A total of 57% of survey respondents indicated 
a willingness to pay up to $100 annually to help 
fund congestion reduction strategies.

Most focus group participants suggested that 
quality of life and standards of living in the study 
area have suffered greatly as a result of traffic 
congestion.  

More than half of all commuters surveyed - 61% -
indicated that highway safety is a concern.

Commuters’ own “car” continues to be the mode 
of transportation most frequently used for work 
trips – as indicated by 91.5% of respondents.

Strengthen Coastal Corridor with Rail and 
BRT System Expansion

Develop Inland Rail and BRT connections

Establish Strong Intermodal Hubs

Value Pricing/Managed Lanes

Transit Operational Improvements

I-95 Safety & Operational Improvements

Traffic Systems Management

Truck Parking Management

Zoning Regulation Changes

Public Education

Land Use Review

Project Feasibility Studies

Expand Travel Demand Management Programs

Long-Term Actions (7-20 years)Short-Term Actions (2-7 years)Immediate Actions (0-2 years)

There is no single solution for mitigating congestion in the study area. Transportation and land use strategies must be coordinated to form a 
comprehensive transportation system that includes immediate, short-term and long term actions…

Transportation Systems Management Transportation Demand Management System Expansion

One half of all survey respondents indicated they 
recalled seeing, hearing, or reading about planning 
efforts to reduce highway congestion. 

33% of respondents were unaware of alternatives to 
travel by car.

81% of respondents think the roadways are getting 
more congested each year.



VISION 2020 Fact Sheet: Multi-Modal Transit Strategy

More than half of commuters 
surveyed indicated a 
willingness to use some of the 
proposed transit strategies, 
including:

A reduced fee commuter  
bus/rail pass;

Increased park and ride 
opportunities;

Rail station parking if costs 
are reduced;

Parking at rail stations or 
park and ride lots if incentives 
were provided;

Trains if frequency is 
increased;

Parking at rail stations and 
commuting by train;

New “express bus” system; 
and

Bicycle and pedestrian 
accommodations.

A Strategic Investment…

A transit network that offers 
fast, convenient and affordable 
options to customers and 
provides long-term capacity 
necessary for growth will 
provide the transportation 
framework necessary for 
southwestern Connecticut to 
compete in the emerging global 
marketplace.

Enhanced Local Bus
Local bus services will 
be enhanced to 
provide connections 
to regional services.

Intrastate Rail Service
Enhanced rail service 
will operate as express 
and local offering 
improved frequency and 
lower costs to intrastate 
commuters. 

Bus Rapid Transit
BRT offers fast and 
convenient service along 
major corridors.   
Opportunities for dedicated 
lanes will give buses travel 
time advantages over mixed 
traffic.

Intermodal Hubs
Strategically placed 
intermodal hubs will provide 
links, offering timed transfers 
on bus, BRT & rail services.  
More parking is required and 
walk/bike connections should 
be strengthened.

Park & Ride Lots
Park & Ride will provide 
collection points for bus 
service, carpools & 
vanpools.

Feeder Bus Service
Feeder buses will offer 
connections between 
Intermodal Hubs.
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Rail and Bus Rapid Transit can provide strong linkages between urban centers, and bypass congested areas.  A fast 
and convenient transit system can be a catalyst for change in both land use policy and travel behavior, and with such 
policy in place the performance of these systems can increase significantly.

Inland Service
BRT and rail services 
will connect inland 
corridors to the coastal 
mainline services.



VISION 2020 Fact Sheet: Land Use Strategy
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The success of the Vision will ultimately depend on a coordinated effort to strongly link land use decision making to 
the transportation strategies.  A truly visionary regional transportation strategy hinges on the will to implement land 
use policy that supports transportation investment.

Transit Oriented Development

Clustering of high density and mixed use 
development around transit hubs will lessen 
the dependence on the automobile for 
personal and business travel.  Strengthening 
these hubs with safe pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities can provide enhanced mobility 
opportunities for travelers.

Transportation Corridors

Strengthening existing roadway and transit 
corridors can improve the effectiveness of 
transit services.  Medium density, mixed-
use development along established 
corridors can result in increased transit 
usage in auto-dominated communities.

Existing Land Use

Maintaining existing development 
patterns will not encourage or promote 
opportunities to reduce reliance on the 
automobile.  Existing development 
reinforces the notion of an automobile 
centered community.

Benefits are maximized in a market 
that reflects  consumer choice, 
efficient pricing and economic 
neutrality. Land use and 
transportation options must support 
these principles.

Overall system performance will 
largely depend on land use 
decisions.  Concentrated, mixed-use 
development can increase system 
performance significantly.

Potential benefits diminish when 
existing traveler behavior is 
reinforced and single occupant 
vehicle usage increases.


