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Sherman:  A Rural Town

The Statistics

Trade

Sherman School
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A low crime rate

The Site

The limits are:

The goal of this report is to provide a contiguous pedestrian access to all the Sherman Town Center elements 
through new connections to existing paths and trails, thereby minimizing vehicular use.
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Sherman’s Pedestrian Future
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Existing Conditions

Sherman School
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and Saw Mill Road

Naromi trails
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courses:
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Photo Tour
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V

OPPORTUNITIES
1. POTENTIAL AREA FOR GATEWAY

2. POTENTIAL AREA FOR PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY
3. EXISTING TRAILS CONNECT TOWN CENTER TO CANDLEWOOD LAKE
4. EXISTING NAROMI TRAIL
5. STRONG HISTORIC CENTER WITH EXISTING PEDESTRIAN WALKWAYS AND
CROSSWALKS
6. VISUAL RESOURCE AND POTENTIAL PEDESTRIAN CONNECTION FROM HISTORIC
CENTER TO TOWN HALL/PLAYHOUSE/TOWN GREEN
7. EXISTING CROSSWALK AND EXISTING PEDESTRIAN TRAIL FROM
SCHOOL/INTERSECTION TO TOWN GREEN
8. EXISTING SIDEWALK FROM SCHOOL TO LIBRARY
9. TOWN GREEN
10. FUTURE FIRE HOUSE EXPANSION
11. EXISTING CROSSWALK
12. STATE RECONSTRUCTION OF ROUTE 37 TO HOLIDAY POINT ROAD
13. TOWN OPEN SPACE
14. SCHOOL
15. MEMORIAL FIELD WITH RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
16. FUTURE LIBRARY EXPANSION
17. CONNECTION FROM HISTORIC CENTER TO CANDLEWOOD LAKE
18. CHURCH EVACUATION AREA FOR SCHOOL
19. VIEWS OF LAKE
20. CANDLEWOOD LAKE

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
21. COMMUNITY GARDEN

22. WETLAND PROVIDES BIOLOGICAL AND NATURAL SCIENCE LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES
23. CONVERGENCE OF BROOKS PROVIDES NATURAL SCIENCE AND HISTORIC LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES
24. EXISTING ELEMENTS PROVIDE HISTORIC EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES
25. CANDLEWOOD LAKE PROVIDES BIOLOGICAL, HISTORIC AND GEOLOGICAL LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES
26. OPEN FIELD PROVIDES BIOLOGICAL AND NATURAL SCIENCE LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES
I. STORMWATER RUNOFF FROM ALL ROADS FLOWS INTO SAWMILL BROOK WHICH IN

TURN FLOWS INTO CANDLEWOOD LAKE(ALLEN'S COVE)
II. STORMWATER RUNOFF FROM PARKING LOT FLOWS DIRECTLY INTO WETLANDS
III. SEDIMENT ISSUES IN ALLEN'S COVE

CHALLENGES

A. CONFUSING INTERSECTION

B. BRIDGE IN DISREPAIR
C. BRIDGE TOO NARROW FOR PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY
D. TOPOGRAPHY PRESENTS OBSTACLE FOR PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY
E. CLOSE PROXIMITY OF RESIDENCES TO ROAD PRESENTS
OBSTACLE FOR PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY
F. TRAFFIC SPEED
G. CONFUSING INTERSECTION
H. VARIOUS TOPOGRAPHIC ISSUES FROM SHERMAN COMMONS TO
HOLIDAY POINT ROAD
I. WETLANDS
J. STEEP SLOPE SEPARATES SCHOOL FROM PLAYGROUND AREA
K. STEEP SLOPES ALONG RIVER BANK
L. NO EXISTING BROOK CROSSING
M. PRIVATE PROPERTY BETWEEN SCHOOL AND CHURCH
N. SEDIMENT, EROSION AND WATERSHED ISSUES
O. POST OFFICE NOT CENTRALLY LOCATED
P. DISCONNECTED NAROMI TRAILS

LEGEND

16

F

EXISTING UTILITY POLE

EXISTING STOP SIGN

EXISTING GUIDE RAIL

FLOW OF STREAM

EXISTING BRIDGE

EXISTING STONEWALL

STEEP SLOPE

STORMWATER RUNOFF AREAS

EXISTING WETLANDS

I

OPPORTUNITIES

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES

CHALLENGES

EXISTING BOARDWALK

PROPERTY LINES SIGNIFICANT VIEWS

EXISTING RED TRAIL

EXISTING WHITE TRAIL

EXISTING BLUE TRAIL

EXISTING NAROMI

EXISTING PEDESTRIAN PATHWAY

EXISTING SIDEWALK

TRAFFIC LIGHT

EXISTING GAZEBO

EXISTING CROSSWALK

24

Site Assessment
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Safety

o

o

o

o

Rural Character

Cost and maintenance 

o Connect
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o Connect

o connection
o Connect

o Connect
o

o Connect
o Connect

o Connect
o

o larger signage

o Connect

o Connect

o Connect
o Promote a healthy lifestyle
o Use the existing trails and pathways

discussions were:
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 The result is a plan born out of consensus.
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The Sherman Center Pedestrian Plan – Connecting People and 
Sherman

The Concepts

Safety

Connections

Rural Character

Resource Protection

Education

Recreation 
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The Proposals

Gateway

o Funding

o Challenges

Stone walls

o Funding

o Challenges

Pathways

o Funding
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o Challenges

Signs

o Funding

o Challenges

Crosswalks
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o Funding

o Challenges

Trails and Trailheads

o Funding

o Challenges

Pedestrian Bridges, Boardwalks, and overlooks

o Funding
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o Challenges

Stream Bank Restoration and Riparian Buffers

o Funding

o Challenges

Roundabout

o Funding

o Challenges
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Planting

o Funding

o Challenges

Gazebo, Benches, Other Amenities, and Lighting

o Funding
o Challenges
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The Sherman Center Pedestrian

PROPOSALS
1. GATEWAY

2. NEW PEDESTRIAN PATHWAY FROM POST OFFICE TO HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
3. EXTEND STONEWALL ALONG NEW PEDESTRIAN PATHWAY AS AN IDENTITY ELEMENT
FOR SHERMAN
4. TRAIL WITH STREAM BANK RESTORATION ALONG SAWMILL BROOK
5. ACCESS SPUR FROM NEW TRAIL TO CHURCH AS PART OF EVACUATION ROUTE
6. PEDESTRIAN BRIDGES WITH EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING BROOKS
7. CROSSWALK AND TRAILHEAD AT REAL ESTATE OFFICE
8. PEDESTRIAN PATHWAY CONNECTING SCHOOL TO LIBRARY*
9. CLOSE DRIVE FROM LIBRARY AND ENHANCE CORNER*
10. BEAUTIFY AND ENHANCE EXISTING WALKS*
11. MAINTAIN SPUR WALK AT REAR OF LIBRARY
12. IMPROVE PEDESTRIANS CONNECTIONS FROM SCHOOL TO SHERMAN GREEN AND
SHERMAN COMMONS
13. PROPOSED STRUCTURE AT TOWN GREEN FOR COMMUNITY GATHERINGS AND
COMMUNITY INFORMATION
14. PLACE RAILING AT TOWN HALL WALKWAY
15. IMPROVE NAROMI TRAILHEAD
16. IMPROVE NAROMI BOARDWALK AND ADD EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION
17. IMPROVE PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE
18. IMPROVE TRAILHEAD AT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
19. PROVIDE PEDESTRIAN CONNECTION FROM EXISTING CROSSWALK TO TRAILHEAD
20. PROVIDE PEDESTRIAN CONNECTION FROM UPPER PLAY AREA OF SHERMAN
SCHOOL TO MEMORIAL FIELD
21. ENHANCE MEMORIAL FIELD WALKWAY WITH NATIVE PLANTINGS AND STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT STRUCTURES
22. PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT CANDLEWOOD LAKE
23. TRAIL CONNECTING PEDESTRIAN BRIDGES TO RED TRAIL HEAD. IMPROVE RED TRAIL
HEAD
24. EDUCATIONAL SPUR TO WETLANDS WITH VIEWING PLATFORM
25. TRAIL AT COLONIAL FIELD CONNECTING RED TRAIL HEAD TO BLUE TRAIL HEAD
26. IMPROVE BLUE TRAIL HEAD
27. TRAIL CONNECTING BLUE TRAIL TO NAROMI TRAIL WITH NEW MID-BLOCK
CROSSWALK
28. NEW NAROMI TRAILHEAD INCORPORATED INTO IMPROVED BRIDGE AT OLD
GREENWOODS ROAD
29. ACCESS SPUR FROM BLUE TRAIL TO POST OFFICE/AMERICAN PIE

* ADJUST AS NECESSARY TO INCORPORATE NEW LIBRARY PLANS

FUTURE PROPOSALS
A. STREAM BANK RESTORATION AND A MID-BLOCK CROSSWALK,

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE AND PEDESTRIAN PATHWAY CONNECTING HOLY
TRINITY CHURCH TO HISTORIC CENTER
B. PEDESTRIAN PATHWAY CONNECTING SCHOOL TO TOWN OPEN SPACE AND
HOLIDAY POINT ROAD
C. CONNECT NAROMI TRAILS
D. ADDITIONAL TRAILS AT COLONIAL PARK
E. ROUNDABOUT AT INTERSECTION OF ROUTE 37 AND ROUTE 39*
F. PEDESTRIAN PATHWAY CONNECTING HISTORIC CENTER TO PLAYHOUSE
AND IGA

*SEE APPENDIX

LEGEND

1

A

EXISTING GAZEBO

EXISTING SIDEWALK
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PROPERTY LINES
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The Details

The Gateway at Route 37 and Route 39 intersection
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Before

Proposed After
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Conclusion: One step at a time
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Roundabout Study 

115 Fifth Avenue New York, NY 10003

Plan
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Example: Educational Trail Program
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GIS Sources
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State Agencies
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Federal Agencies
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River and Watershed Organizations
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Outdoor Educational Organizations

Land Conservation Methods 



SHERMAN CENTER PEDESTRIAN PLAN

page 62

Municipal Funding Guides
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State Funding Sources
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Federal Funding Sources
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Private Funding Sources
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Trees

Shrubs

   
Perennials

Emergents

Riparian Buffer and Rain Gardens: Recommended Plant List
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Community Walking Resources




