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To:  Western Connecticut Council of Governments 

Re:  Request for designation status as regional arts agencies to meet federal funding requirement.   

Date:  July 7, 2021 

The Cultural Alliance of Western Connecticut and Cultural Alliance of Fairfield County, regional arts 

organizations, request an official designation, respectively, to operate as an arts agency on behalf of 

WESTCOG. The purpose of the request is to meet federal funding requirements for grant applications.  Both 

service organizations already serve municipalities represented by WESTCOG and provide capacity building 

support to the creative sector. (See attached) Services focus on economic development and quality of life.   

The National Endowment for the Arts opened a competitive grant funding opportunity on June 22, 2021, to 

designated local arts agencies for sub-granting programs. The Cultural Alliance of Western Connecticut 

(Cultural Alliance) –is preparing an application for the Local Arts Agencies for Sub-granting. We 

plan to request a minimum of 150K to subgrant to our region.  To qualify for the application, the 

Cultural Alliance needs to meet the NEA’s “designation” requirement.   

The Arts Endowment funds are intended to help support jobs in the arts sector, keep the doors open to arts 

organizations, and assist the field in its response to and recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic in our 

communities.  Organizations with small and midsized budgets that represent rural and suburban areas, and 

are applying for the first time, are encouraged to apply.  The Cultural Alliance meets all other requirements, 

except for the designation, and poised to apply for the NEA grant. The application is due July 22, 2021. 

The designation must be in the form of a resolution that assigns the CAWT and CAFC as WESTCOG’s 

designated authorities as regional arts organizations for the towns served. 

Official designation by county government is a standard requirement for many federal funding 

opportunities. Council of Governments are Connecticut’s equivalent of “county government” and the NEA 

will recognize a designation from WESTCOG.  Both regional arts organizations already have a 

relationship with WESTCOG in some capacity.  Providing the designation status opens doors to more 

resources to the region.  

Thank you, in advance, for consideration. 

Regards, 

Lisa M Scails,      David Green 
Executive Director    Executive Director 
Cultural Alliance of Western Connecticut Cultural Alliance of Fairfield County 
 

Attachment: Service Area & WESTCOG Members  
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SERVICE AREA AND COG REPRESENTATION 

Cultural Alliance of Western Connecticut –  
WESTCOG Council Members and service area: 
Bethel; Bridgewater; Brookfield; Danbury; New Fairfield; New Milford; Newtown; Redding; Ridgefield; 

Sherman 

Cultural Alliance of Fairfield County –  

WESTCOG Council Members and service area: 

Darien; Greenwich; New Canaan; Norwalk; Stamford; Weston; Westport; Wilton 
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