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Executive Summary

Land use policies have an important role to play in protecting rivers and streams and in achieving fed-
eral and state clean water act objectives. As a result of an explosion in scientific evidence pointing to
the importance of riparian buffers to reduce nonpoint source pollutants, planning and zoning commis-
sions have begun to recognize the values of limiting development along major rivers and their tributar-
ies leading into Long Island Sound. Recent Connecticut legislation - Public Act 21-29 - enacted in 2021
has re- emphasized the important responsibility of local governments in protecting water quality. One
leading strategy to fulfill that responsibility is the adoption of riparian buffers, also sometimes referred
to as riparian corridors — as a means to protect coastal and inland waters and address the hypoxic con-
ditions found in Long Island Sound.

Public Act 21-29 provides new regulatory authority and responsibility over pollutant discharges into
navigable waters feeding into Long Island Sound thereby requiring the development of zoning strate-
gies to control the discharge of a wide range of pollutants — including phosphorus. The new law de-
clares (note: Underlined text represents the expansion of zoning authority to navigable waters) zoning
regulations adopted pursuant to Section 8-2 of the Connecticut General Statutes shall:

“In any municipality that is contiguous to or on a navigable waterway draining to Long Island Sound, (A) be
made with reasonable consideration for the restoration and protection of the ecosystem and habitat of Long
Island Sound; (B) be designed to reduce hypoxia, pathogens, toxic contaminants and floatable debris on Long
Island Sound; and (C) provide that such municipality's zoning commission consider the environmental im-
































































































































































































































































