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Western Connecticut 
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS  

  Visit us online at westcog.org 
 Riverside Road, Sandy Hook, CT   Telephone/fax - -  

WEST COG 

CERTIFIED RESOLUTION OF THE  
WESTERN CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AGREEMENTS TO PERFORM THE 
FOLLOWING TWO PROJECTS:  

 

Ridgefield, Connecticut 

I, Julia Pemberton, Secretary of the Western Connecticut Council of Governments (hereinafter 
“WestCOG”) certify that the following is a true copy of the resolution adopted by WestCOG at its 
meeting on January 29, 2024 in Ridgefield, Connecticut, a quorum being present: 
 

1)  Whereas, WestCOG applied for, was awarded, and accepted a Farm Viability Grant in the 
value of $49,999 through the Connecticut Department of Agriculture; This grant was 
secured to engage a consultant to conduct a study of municipalities in the region to 
identify and evaluate impediments to and opportunities for growth of farming and identify 
strategies for private entities or municipalities to support, expand, and establish agricultural 
operations;  The budget of $83,332, including the involvement of $33,333 in local funds was 
previously approved the WestCOG and committed to in the acceptance of the grant; 
 

2) Whereas, WestCOG has received funding from FHWA and CTDOT to prepare a corridor 
study of a 2.9-mile section of Route 1 between Connecticut Avenue and Van Buren 
Avenue in the City of Norwalk; It will be conducted by a selected consultant(s) and 
managed by WestCOG staff in cooperation with the City of Norwalk; The study will have a 
total contracted value not to exceed $300,000; 

 
Resolved, that WestCOG Chairman Rudolph Marconi, Vice Chairman Dan Carter, or Executive 
Director Francis Pickering are hereby authorized to negotiate and execute all appropriate and 
necessary agreements to perform the two projects described above for the amounts not to exceed 
those specified above.   
 

This resolution is in full force and effect as of January 29th, 2024. 

 

 

Julia Pemberton, Secretary 
Western Connecticut Council of Governments  
January 29th 2024  

 [Affix seal here] 
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To:  NOAA Office for Coastal Management  

 2234 South Hobson Avenue  

 Charleston, SC 29405-2413   

  

Date:  1 February 2024  

  

Subject:  Letter of Support for University of Connecticut’s proposal for Funding Opportunity 

Number NOAA-NOS-OCM-2023-2008068  

  

To whom it may concern,  

The undersigned Executive Directors of CT Councils of Governments (COGs) are pleased to 

provide this letter of support for the University of Connecticut’s proposed project 

“Strengthening Community Resilience in the Tri-State Region through Green Stormwater 

Infrastructure Implementation, Workforce Development, and Capacity Building” in 

response to the NOAA Climate Resilience Regional Challenge solicitation. We provide this 

letter to express our strong commitment to the program and our belief in its value to the 

communities we represent and the overall resilience of our region.  

The COGs are nine voluntarily established regional planning regions guided by the head elected 

official of each of our municipalities. While not having the authority of traditional county 

governments, the COGs are recognized as county equivalents under state and federal law. The 

COGs serve to coordinate efforts between towns, share resources, and provide support for local 

land use planning efforts and other activities.      

Flooding is one of the greatest risks our state faces from climate change. July 2023 was the 

wettest July on record throughout Connecticut, easily overwhelming transport corridors, homes, 

and businesses.  Billions of dollars in annualized damage claims have been filed throughout our 

state, many as repeat claims. The highest damage concentration continues to be reported in our 

most densely populated urban areas, many of these within our underserved communities. Our 

COGs and the municipalities we represent recognize that improved stormwater infrastructure 

solutions, along with public outreach ad engagement, are critical to our ability to keep pace with 

unprecedented stormwater flooding.  We acknowledge that there are inequities and disparities 

that disproportionately impact urban communities based on race/ethnicity, wealth, income, and 

other factors, and nowhere is this truer than in climate resilience. Our ongoing commitment to 

our municipalities includes a longer-term focus on sustainability, including environmental, 

economic, and equity, for all our constituents, recognizing that green infrastructure must become 

part of the solution.  

In 2019, each regional government affirmed support for the Governor’s Council on Climate 

Change, while also adopting Connecticut’s Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan Update for 2019-

2024. Both of these items elevate the priority of developing a long-term plan to significantly 

improve stormwater infrastructure across Connecticut, implementing nature-based solutions 

where appropriate. The proposed federal NOAA funding is an incredible opportunity for our 

state, and is synergistic with several funded projects throughout the nine COGs.  
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Our COGs are committed to the success of this program. We are particularly enthusiastic about 

inclusion of underserved and minority communities in the process, to both promote long-term 

stewardship and to publicize the benefits of green infrastructure solutions among our urban 

residents. Engagement with underserved communities within our urban areas will be key to the 

project’s long-term success.  

Our strategies to address the common goal of increased coastal resilience include promoting 

effective stormwater management strategies including green regulations and practices, to reduce 

runoff from impervious surfaces and minimize flooding, increase the capacity of drainage 

systems, and promote low-impact developments. UConn’s support through their proposed 

project will be invaluable for our progress in meeting these goals.  As such, we are prepared to 

support their efforts in the following ways:   

• Idea: We will help our towns prepare competitive applications for federal and state 

funding for new, enhanced climate-resilient infrastructure.   

• Idea: We will prepare statewide strategy for stormwater management to reduce flooding 

and mitigate other stormwater impacts utilizing grants from federal sources.   

We look forward to supporting this important initiative.    

 

Sincerely,  

Connecticut Council of Governments  

  

  

Name, Title, COG 

 

 

 

Name, Title, COG 

 

  

Name, Title, COG 

 

 

Name, Title, COG 
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