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Table 5-1: Recommended Intersection Improvements

Intersection Recommendation Illustration
Grist Mill Road/
DMV Driveway *

There are significant projected peak hour traffic volumes in the 
eastbound and southbound direction at this intersection. The eastbound 
approach has the most significant storage deficiency and thus takes 
precedence for green time.  Proposed improvements include:

1.	 Addition of a combined left-turn and through lane on the 
northbound approach

2.	 Addition of a combined right-turn and through lane on the 
southbound approach. 

3.	 Dual left-turn lanes and one combined through and right-turn lane 
on the eastbound approach

4.	 The westbound approach includes a shared left-turn and through 
lane and a right-turn lane

West Rocks Rd/LA 
Fitness Driveway *

Vehicle queuing occurs along U.S. Route 7 from Grist Mill Road 
and extends through the West Rocks intersection. West Rocks Road 
westbound has a heavy left-turning traffic volume. The Proposed 
improvement is to:

1.	 Provide sufficient green time to West Rocks Road without 
significantly reducing the operating conditions of U.S. Route 7. 
Lane arrangements remain as is.

Route 7 from 
West Rocks Road 
to Grumman Hill 
Road *

Four intersection improvements between West Rocks Rd. and 
Grumman Hill Rd. were recommended in State Project # 102-305:

1.	 Intersection of U.S. Route 7 at Gateway Shopping Center driveway
2.	 Intersection of U.S. Route 7 at Kent Road
3.	 Intersection of U.S. Route 7 at Kennsett Avenue
4.	 Intersection of Route 7 at Wilton Corporate Park
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Intersection Recommendation Illustration

Grumman Hill 
Road *

Grumman Hill Road experiences a significant volume of commuter 
traffic during the A.M. peak hour with a high left-turn volume.  During 
the P.M. hour, there is a heavy volume of left-turning vehicles from the 
southbound direction onto Grumman Hill Road. The proposed lane 
arrangement along Route 7 consists of:

1.	 Two through lanes and an exclusive left-turn lane in the northbound 
direction

2.	 Two through lanes and an exclusive left-turn lane in the southbound 
direction

Route 33 (South 
Junction) *

The alignment of the Route 7 and Route 33 intersection is proposed 
to be modified to process Route 7 as the primary movement. The 
proposed improvement consists of:

1.	 Dual (2) left-turn lanes and two through lanes on Route 7 
southbound

2.	 Two through lanes and one right-turn lane on Route 7 northbound
3.	 Dual (2) left-turn lanes and one right-turn lane on Route 33 

northbound

 Old Town Rd** Through Branchville, Route 7 experiences peak hour congestion as 
heavy through traffic interacts local traffic.  

Some of the operational improvements recommended are as follows:

Install traffic signal at this intersection, relocate the access to 
Branchville Station across from  Old Town Road and coordinate this 
with the signal at Route 102
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Old Towne Rd

Route 102

Route 102** Reconfigure southbound approach to include a shared left-turn/
through lane and a right turn lane.
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Intersection Recommendation Illustration

New Road** At New Road, traffic growth along Route 7 will result in delay at the 
existing traffic signal.  It is recommended to adjust signal timings 
to optimize operations by allotting the green time to the heavier 
movements along Route 7.

Route 35** Operationally, this intersection has sufficient capacity to accommodate 
future traffic growth.  Safety is the primary issue and it is recommended 
that the southbound approach be mitigated to control vehicle speeds.  
In addition, the corner radius at the Route 35 approach should be 
reduced.  Intersection improvements within the context of the village 
plan are shown in the Ridgefield Gateway Enhancement Plan.
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Housing Complex 
Driveway**

To accommodate significant traffic associated with the nursing home 
and senior housing complex, a new traffic signal here has been 
approved by the CTDOT.

=
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*As proposed in the Preliminary Design (PD) Report for the Reconstruction of US Route 7, State Project # 102-305, dated September 2004. 

** New intersection improvements recommended as part of this study.
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Figure 5-1: Roadway Capacity Improvement Recommendations

Sources: FHI, January 2010
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ROUTE 7 REGIONAL MOBILITY AND SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS  INITIATIVE

IMPROVEMENT DESCRIPTION
TOWN/ 

LOCATION

ORDER-OF-
MAGNITUDE 

COST* LEAD TIMING COMMENTS
Construct 
additional 
southbound 
lane

Include with State Project No. 102-
305 to provide lane continuity in 
southbound direction throughout 
Wilton

Wilton $750,000 CTDOT Mid-term
Approximately 2,000 linear feet (LF) 
of new lane south of Route 33 (south 
junction)

Advance State 
Project No. 
102-305

Intersection improvements between 
Grist Mill Road and Route 33 in 
Wilton – currently on hold due to 
funding constraints

Wilton – 
South of Route 

33 (south 
junction) 

$1.875 million CTDOT Mid-term
$875,000 at Grist Mill Road; 
Approximately $1 million for remaining 
five intersections

Access 
management 
strategies

Enhance access design criteria in 
the zoning regulations and work to 
implement Curb Cut Plans over time

Corridor-wide Negligible Each Town Long-term Implement curb cut plans over time as 
site plans are submitted to town

Route 7 
Link Service 
Enhancement 
Study

Conduct study to explore 
enhancements in Route 7 Link service Entire Corridor

$50,000 study 
cost; capital and 
operating costs 
TBD PER study

NTD and HART Short-term Include study of bypass lanes

Shoulder 
upgrades

Provide 5-foot shoulder wherever 
possible to provide improved 
sightlines, increased capacity, and 
better bicycle accommodations

Entire Corridor $350,000 CTDOT Mid-term
12 miles restriping with spot 
improvements.  No additional widening 
due to cost and impacts.

Route 7 at  
Route 107

Additional turn lanes and signal 
modifications Wilton $1.525 million CTDOT/STC Long-term Privately funded as part of Georgetown 

Redevelopment project

Route 7 at  
New Road Signal modifications Ridgefield 

Negligible 
– regular 

maintenance 
CTDOT Long-term

Monitor signal operations and 
modify when volumes warrant signal 
modifications

Bus 
Prioritization

Special bypass lanes and signal 
prioritization systems to allow bus 
travel to avoid intersection congestion 
and delay

Corridor-wide
$600,000 

based on 20 
intersections 

CTDOT with 
coordination with 
NTD and HART

Mid-term Study feasibility as part Route 7 Link 
Service Enhancement Study

Village/ 
Corridor 
Branding
“Ethan Allen 
Highway”

Use of signage and other promotions 
to strengthen identity of community 
nodes.  Brand Route 7 corridor. 
Develop marketing strategy and plan.

Community 
Nodes and 

Corridor-wide
varies

CTDOT/ Planning 
Agencies working in 

cooperation
Short-term

Draft villages ‘marketing’ plan ; Consider 
design competition or hiring a consultant 
to develop branding program

TOTAL ESTIMATED INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT: $3,625,000

Does not include $1.525 million for 
private improvements or $50,000 transit 
study cost

= high priority * = 2010 dollars

Table 6-1: Summary of Initiatives and Order-of-Magnitude Costs
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BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN INITIATIVE

IMPROVEMENT DESCRIPTION
TOWN/ 

LOCATION

ORDER-OF-
MAGNITUDE 

COST LEAD TIMING COMMENTS

ADA Upgrades
Improve intersections that are not fully 
ADA compliant

Seven 
locations 

along corridor
$35,000 CTDOT Short-term 7 locations @ $5,000 per location 

Bicycle Signage 
Program

Install bicycle route markers and 
bicycle warning signs along corridor Corridor-wide $10,000 CTDOT Short-term

Bicycle Route markers should be placed 
on existing State Route marker signs.  
New warning signs

Bicycle Racks/
Secure Shelters

Install well-designed bicycle racks in 
village centers and train stations

Community 
Nodes and 

Train Stations
$10,000 Each Town Short-term Assumes 20 racks in focus areas and train 

stations at $500/each

Norwalk River 
Valley Trail

Advance multi-purpose off-road 
Norwalk River Valley Trail concept 
into design and construction

Corridor-wide
Construction costs 

TBD based on 
study

Norwalk River 
Valley Trail 
Committee

Short-term Trail routing study to be initiated soon.  
Funding is already in place.

Bicycle 
Accommodations 
at Intersections 

Construct advanced stop bars 
and bicycle pockets at signalized 
intersections 

Corridor-wide $100,000 CTDOT Short-term Cost associated with restriping and 
relocating of magnetic detection strips

Shoulder 
Upgrades

Provide 5-foot striped shoulder along 
entire corridor where possible with 
bicycle-friendly drainage structures 
and maintenance

Corridor-wide $350,000 CTDOT Mid-term
12 miles restriping with spot 
improvements. No widening due to 
impacts

Cannondale 
Village Pedestrian 
Connection

Construct sidewalk on north side 
of Cannon Road from Route 7 to 
Cannondale station with pedestrian 
signal head.

Wilton/ 
Cannondale

$105,000 Wilton
Mid-term 700 LF sidewalk + Ped signal head

Connect Gaps in 
Sidewalks From Norwalk to Grumman Hill Road Wilton $300,000 CTDOT Mid-term 2,200 LF of new sidewalk

TOTAL ESTIMATED INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT: $560,000

Does not include $350,000 for shoulder 
upgrades already shown in the Regional 
Improvement Initiative or $175,000 for 
trail study

= high priority * = 2010 dollars
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BRANCHVILLE ENHANCEMENT PLAN INITIATIVE

IMPROVEMENT DESCRIPTION

ORDER-OF-
MAGNITUDE 

COST LEAD TIMING COMMENTS
Route 7 at Route 
102 Additional turn lanes and signal modifications $260,000 CTDOT Mid-term New southbound turn lane and signal

Station surface 
parking expansion

Adjacent to and south of existing surface lot; 15,000 
SF; approximately 46 new spaces $230,000 CTDOT Mid-term

Route 7 at  Old 
Town Road New signal and reconstruction $475,000 CTDOT Long-term Relocate driveway plus new signal

Reconfigure station 
access $3.5 million CTDOT Long-term Includes reconstruction of bridges and RR 

crossing relocation
Rear service road 
and surface parking $360,000 Ridgefield Long-term Does not include property acquisition costs

Median and curb 
cut modifications $250,000 CTDOT Long-term

Sidewalks Includes public open space and gathering areas $250,000 CTDOT/ 
Ridgefield Mid-term

Parking Structure      
(Phase 2)

Located on southwest corner of Route 102/Route 7 
intersection; 200 spaces; 3 levels $5.1 million Ridgefield or 

Private Long-term Public private partnership potential

Mobility Hub 
(Phase 2)

Construct intermodal hub in Branchville that 
includes various modes, public space, real-time 
information, and commuter services

$750,000
CTDOT and/
or Town of 
Ridgefield

Long-term Does not include property acquisition or 
environmental remediation costs

Sidewalks (Phase 2) $100,000 CTDOT/ 
Ridgefield Long-term More than Option 1 and includes pedestrian 

bridge between mobility hub and train station

New shuttle service   
(Phase 2)

New shuttle loop between Georgetown, 
Branchville, and Ridgefield serving commuters and 
visitors to all three villages

$80,000 HART/EDC/ 
Private Long-term Potential public/private partnership; operating 

costs not included

TOTAL ESTIMATED INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT:

$5,325,000
$6,030,000

$11,355,000

Phase 1
Phase 2 – not including property acquisition costs

Total

= high priority * = 2010 dollars
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RIDGEFIELD GATEWAY ENHANCEMENT PLAN INITIATIVE

IMPROVEMENT DESCRIPTION

ORDER-OF-
MAGNITUDE 

COST LEAD TIMING COMMENTS
Route 7 at Senior 
Housing Complex 
Driveway

New signal and reconstruction $250,000 CTDOT Short-term Recently approved by CTDOT – funding 
source uncertain

Route 7 at  
Route 35

Geometric modifications to scale-down intersection, 
improve safety, and better accommodate pedestrians $265,000 CTDOT Long term New medians, curb and sidewalk

Landscaped median Granite curbing with landscaping and brick 
treatment $310,000 CTDOT Long-term 1300 LF of 6’ wide median.  

Sidewalks Sidewalk connects gaps in pedestrian network $300,000 CTDOT Long-term 2500 LF 5’ wide sidewalk
Walking Trail $80,000 Ridgefield Mid-term Requires easement from Land Trust

TOTAL INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT: $1,205,000 Does not include cost for proposed park 
and ride lot

WILTON TRAIN STATION AREA ENHANCEMENT PLAN INITIATIVE

IMPROVEMENT DESCRIPTION

ORDER-OF-
MAGNITUDE 

COST LEAD TIMING COMMENTS

Footbridge Provides direct connection between Train Station 
and Wilton Center $350,000 Wilton Mid-term

Complete Sidewalk 
Network $100,000 Wilton Mid-term

Parking Structure 4 levels with ground floor retail $13.5 million CTDOT/ 
Wilton Long-term

Include ground level-retail and additional 
parking for added retail demand as well 
as future station parking demand; replace 
surface spaces on west side of tracks in 
parking structure

TOTAL ESTIMATED  INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT: $13,950,000

= high priority * = 2010 dollars


