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What iIs WestCOG?

Regional Councils of Governments in Connecticut

|
J

- | A9 Regional Councils of Government
| ACounty Equivalent

AWestern Connecticut Council of
Governments (WestCOG)

selectman and mayors In the region

AResponsible for federally required
transportation planning and advises
on land use, economic, emergency
and environmental plannlng




Agenda

A Study Overview

A Existing Conditions

A Vision Statement and Goals
A Walk Audit Summary

A Next Steps

A Workshop







Sherman POCD (2023)

Town Center Strategies (pg. 33) R
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pedestrian walkways, which allow
safe passage on heavily traveled state Sherman, Connecticut

Plan of Conservation and Development

highways and Town roads through the R R
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gtudy Area

ACentered at CT Route 37 &
39 and The Sherman School
Driveway

AExtends from Sherman
IGA/RIdge Road to Town -
. SFOKZ YR TNRY /xS
Field to Colonial Park/Post y 1)
Office




gtudy Approach

" wData Collection
Project wEXxisting Conditions Report
pieeie wldentity Issues and Opportunities

wDraft Concepts

Selplecloll  (oCommunity Workshop
Design

- wVisualizationg plan view, typical crossections
Fnal wShort, medium and longterm recommendations
=Eeeiae] WEXpected benefits and potential funding sources
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ATotal population = 3,508

AAgea 30% seniors, 14% under 18.
AMedian income $142,132

A37% work from home

A56% of the working population travels more
than 30 or more minutes to work

ATop 3 Resident Occupations:
AR 42%- Management, Business, Science, and Art$
A 18%- Sales and Office /
A 10%- Service Occupations y
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Demographic

Summary




Zoning

Zone B - Residence
Zone

55555555555555555
Residence Zone

A4 Zones:
AZone Ac Farm Residence Zone
AZone Bc Residence Zone
AZone Q@; Business Residence Zone
AZone Dx Historic District Zone




Land Use

AThe study area has multiple land uses
including:
ACommercial
Alnstitutional
ASingle Family Residential
AOpen Space
ATown Land
AVacant

AOverall, there is singifamily residential land,
openspace and towrowned land with
smaller areas of commercial and institutional
land




Historic Districts ph ety
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ASherman Historic District NS AN
National Register W Y

ASherman Historic DistrictLocal
APredominantly 180€.850s




Key Destinations

A Qustered around the intersection of Route
37 and Sawmill Road

A Includes civic, cultural, recreational, and
educational facilities

A These destinations serve residents of all
ages
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_ | ':*T;he Sherman
42! |, school
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Sawmill Road

Senior
Center
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* Veteran’s Fielc

*Colonial Park

* Post Office
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Town Beach *




Environmental
Considerations

AThe corridor includes wetlands, floodplains,
and waterways, primarily located in letng
areas

AOpen space and areas of natural diversity are
present throughout the study area,
particularly outside the village center
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Traffic

Volume
10/1/2025
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Bike &

Pedestrian

Volume
10/1/2025

1 bicyclist - WB

4 bicyclists -(1-NB, 2-EB, 1SB)
4 pedestrian crossings

37

1 bicyclist T NB
2 pedestrian crossings

/

15 pedestrians crossing
school driveway

- Sawmill Road

1 bicyclist T WB
2 pedestrian crossings

2 bicyclists - NB

37

39




Vehicular Speeds

9/30/2025+ 10/7/2025
Posted Speed Limit: 25 MPH

A: Historical Society
85" Percentile Speed: 36 MPH
Average Speed: 32 MPH
Max Speed: 59 MPH

B: Munch Meadows
85" Percentile Speed: 44 MPH
Average Speed: 39 MPH
Max Speed: 65 MPH




Legend

Erash History

Crash Severity
(2020-2025)
Injury of any type
. (Serious, Minor,
Possible)

ABetween January 2020 to July 202fere

were a total of 22 crashes

AMost crashes occurred during the daylight in
clear, dry conditions

AOverall low volume of crashes but they are
highly concentrated off the Route 37/39
Intersection near the Post Office

AMost crashes resulted in property damage
only, with two leading to minor Injuries




Top Motorized Crash Locations with Countermeasures, 2015-2018 - INTERSECTIONS

RANK MUNICIPALITY LOCATION CRASHES EPDO COUNTERMEASURE RESPONSIBILITY
CT-67
8 Bridgewater | (New Milford Rd W) 6 20 (| e ‘ece"“‘ AEOTY Install roundabout. High State
and CT-133 (Main St N) Y

9 Ridgefield US-7 (Ethan Allen Hwy) 4 15 Access to Portland Sugnahze.mtersgcuon and bu.nlq.turn High State

and Portland Ave Ave lanes; will require land acquisition.

Install traffic signal retroreflective
backplates. Low-Medium
10 Darien L (e o) anc 3 13 Front-to-rear crashes State
Ledge Rd
Add No Turn on Red for all approaches. Low
: Restrict turns to right-in-right-out; build

11 Redding e (quck chkTpke) 2 5 M Eovon Geom roundabouts at Barlow Dr and Meeker High State

and Giles Hill Rd etry .

Hill Rd.
12 Sherman CT-37 and CT-39 1 5 Angle crashes Convert to all-way stop. Low State
] US-202 (Lithfield Rd) Install roundabout; limit or reconfigure .

13 New Milford and Wheaton Rd 1 3 Angle Crashes orivate driveways. High State

CT-37 and CT-39
14 Sherman (Gaylordsville Rd) 0 0 Proximity to school Convert to all-way stop. Low State




ISion and Goals
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Vision village that connects residents of all ages to school, park
and community destinations through calm, attractive, anc
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rural character will be preserved while enhancing
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gtudy Goals

1.

Improve Safety for All UsersEnhance pedestrian, bicycle, and driver safety
through traffic calming, safe crossings, and improved visibility, especially around
The Sherman School, IGA, and other community destinations.

Strengthen Connectivity Develop a continuous, intuitive network of sidewalks,
trails, and paths connecting the library, proposed Senior Center, Colonial Park,
+SUSN)YQa CASEfRZ YR 20KSNJ {Sé aauasa
enjoyable.

Expand Accessibility for All Ages and Abilitidsesign all routes and gathering
spaces to be accessible, allowing seniors, children, and people with mobility
challenges to travel safely and independently.
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historic, rural, and scenic identity through contesdnsitive design and gateway
features that announce arrival in the village center.




November 13, 2025
Walk Audit Summary

1. Pedestrian connectivity in Sherman Centel
Is fragmented and unintuitive

2. Route 37 presents the most significant
pedestrian safety challenges

3. Several intersections lack safe and legible
pedestrian crossings

4. Contextsensitive and alternative
pedestrian solutions may be necessary du
to topographic challenges



