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What is WestCOG?

Å9 Regional Councils of Government 

ÅCounty Equivalent

ÅWestern Connecticut Council of 
Governments (WestCOG) 

ÅGoverned by a council of the 18 first 
selectman and mayors in the region

ÅResponsible for federally required 
transportation planning and advises 
on land use, economic, emergency 
and environmental planning



Agenda

ÅStudy Overview
ÅExisting Conditions
ÅVision Statement and Goals
ÅWalk Audit Summary
ÅNext Steps
ÅWorkshop



Study Overview



Sherman POCD (2023)
Town Center Strategies (pg. 33)
1.άwŜǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƴǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀǊŜŀΦέ

2.ά{ŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ 
support for businesses within the Town 
/ŜƴǘŜǊΦέ

3.άwŜƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ 
pedestrian walkways, which allow 
safe passage on heavily traveled state 
highways and Town roads through the 
¢ƻǿƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦέ



Study Area
ÅCentered at CT Route 37 & 
39 and The Sherman School 
Driveway 
ÅExtends from Sherman 
IGA/Ridge Road to Town 
.ŜŀŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 
Field to Colonial Park/Post 
Office 



Project 
Discovery

ωData Collection

ωExisting Conditions Report

ωIdentify Issues and Opportunities

Concept 
Design

ωDraft Concepts 

ωCommunity Workshop

Final 
Reporting

ωVisualizations ς plan view, typical cross-sections

ωShort-, medium- and long-term recommendations

ωExpected benefits and potential funding sources

Study Approach



Existing Conditions



Demographic 
Summary

ÅTotal population = 3,508

ÅAgeτ30% seniors, 14% under 18. 

ÅMedian incomeς $142,132

Å37% work from home

Å56% of the working population travels more 
than 30 or more minutes to work

ÅTop 3 Resident Occupations:
Å42% - Management, Business, Science, and Arts

Å18% - Sales and Office

Å10% - Service Occupations



Zoning

Å4 Zones:
ÅZone A ς Farm Residence Zone
ÅZone B ς Residence Zone
ÅZone C ς Business Residence Zone
ÅZone D ς Historic District Zone



Land Use
ÅThe study area has multiple land uses 

including:

ÅCommercial
ÅInstitutional
ÅSingle Family Residential
ÅOpen Space
ÅTown Land
ÅVacant

ÅOverall, there is single-family residential land, 
open-space and town-owned land with 
smaller areas of commercial and institutional 
land



Historic Districts

ÅSherman Historic District ς 
National Register
ÅSherman Historic District ς Local
ÅPredominantly 1800-1850s



Key Destinations
Å Clustered around the intersection of Route 

37 and Sawmill Road
Å Includes civic, cultural, recreational, and 

educational facilities 
Å These destinations serve residents of all 

ages 



Environmental 
Considerations
ÅThe corridor includes wetlands, floodplains, 

and waterways, primarily located in low-lying 

areas
ÅOpen space and areas of natural diversity are 

present throughout the study area, 

particularly outside the village center
Å¢ƘŜǎŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊΩǎ 

rural character and natural setting
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Sawmill Road
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Vehicular Speeds
9/30/2025 Ł 10/7/2025 B

A

Posted Speed Limit: 25 MPH

A: Historical Society
 85th Percentile Speed: 36 MPH
 Average Speed: 32 MPH
 Max Speed: 59 MPH
 
B: Munch Meadows
 85th Percentile Speed: 44 MPH
 Average Speed: 39 MPH
 Max Speed: 65 MPH



Crash History
ÅBetween January 2020 to July 2025 ς there 

were a total of 22 crashes 
ÅMost crashes occurred during the daylight in 

clear, dry conditions 
ÅOverall low volume of crashes but they are 

highly concentrated off the Route 37/39 
Intersection near the Post Office
ÅMost crashes resulted in property damage 

only, with two leading to minor injuries





Vision and Goals



Vision 
Statement

ά{ƘŜǊƳŀƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǎŀŦŜΣ ǿŀƭƪŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ 
village that connects residents of all ages to school, parks, 
and community destinations through calm, attractive, and 
ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƭǎΦ {ƘŜǊƳŀƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ 
rural character will be preserved while enhancing 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƳƻōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ



Study Goals
1. Improve Safety for All Users - Enhance pedestrian, bicycle, and driver safety 

through traffic calming, safe crossings, and improved visibility, especially around 
The Sherman School, IGA, and other community destinations.

2. Strengthen Connectivity - Develop a continuous, intuitive network of sidewalks, 
trails, and paths connecting the library, proposed Senior Center, Colonial Park, 
±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ CƛŜƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƪŜȅ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōƛƪƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
enjoyable.

3. Expand Accessibility for All Ages and Abilities - Design all routes and gathering 
spaces to be accessible, allowing seniors, children, and people with mobility 
challenges to travel safely and independently.

4. tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ {ƘŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ - wŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜ {ƘŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ 
historic, rural, and scenic identity through context-sensitive design and gateway 
features that announce arrival in the village center.



November 13, 2025 
Walk Audit Summary

1. Pedestrian connectivity in Sherman Center 
is fragmented and unintuitive 

2. Route 37 presents the most significant 
pedestrian safety challenges

3. Several intersections lack safe and legible 
pedestrian crossings

4. Context-sensitive and alternative 
pedestrian solutions may be necessary due 
to topographic challenges


